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Science - Module 3 Review  

Lessons 1-5 
 

How do animals receive information from their environments? 

 

 

Animals have internal and external structures, or body parts that serve specific 

purposes. An internal structure, such as the brain, is on the inside of the body and is not 

seen. An external structure, such as a nose, is on the outside of the body and is easily 

seen. 

 

Each structure has a function, or purpose, to help an organism survive, grow, or 

reproduce. The structures specific to sensing information about an environment are 

called sensory structures. A human’s sensory structures are eyes, ears, nose, tongue, 

and skin. Many animals have the same or similar structures. 

 

On the sensory structures, animals have sensory receptors that receive information 

about the environment and send it to the brain. Taste buds are an example of a sensory 

receptor. 

 

Some animals have the same sensory structures as humans but their senses can be 

more sensitive. For example, dogs use their nose to smell like people but because their 

noses have more odor receptors than humans they can smell much better. 

 

Some animals have different sensory structures than humans. A human uses the taste 

buds on their tongue to taste but a catfish uses the taste buds on their whiskers to taste. 

 

Animals use their senses in different ways. A crocodile uses the sensitive bumps on its 

head to feel prey moving in the water and then move to the animal to get food. A cat 

has a reflective layer on the back of their eyes to let in more light. This lets them move 

around easily at night. 

 

 

***Students need to be able to read text and observe images to be able identify an 

animal’s sensory structures and to explain how an animal uses their senses to receive 

information from their environment. 

 

 


